
ElizabethGutierrez

Subject: FW: Building PlanforAPN #040-162-28
Attachments: Bedroom Definitions.pdf; SENVP75021052512430. pdf; SENVP75021052512510. pdf;  

SENVP75021052513050. pdf; SENVP75021052513140. pdf;  
SENVP75021052513300. pdf; SENVP75021052513370. pdf; Septic Consultant Lists
10-2020.pdf

From: GailMackey
Sent: Tuesday, May25, 20212:55PM
To: BillMefford <meffordwc@yahoo.com>  
Subject: RE: BuildingPlanforAPN #040-162-28

HiBill,   
Thankyouforyouremails.   
PertheattachedBedroomDefinition, forthepurposeofsizingasewagedisposalsystem, theoffice/bedroom shownon
thefloorplanisapotentialbedroom. Itisover70sqfeet, itisontheexteriorofthebuilding, itisintheheatedand
conditioned areaofthestructure, itdoesnotopenofffromanypublicareas, andyoudonothavetoenterthehouse
throughthegarageandthroughthisroomtoreachacommonarea. Ifyouclosethedoortothegarageandlockit, you
haveabedroomexactly liketheotherbedroom.  
Pertheattached SewageOrdinance7.38.080Existing System - BuildingAlterations; aone-timeadditionofhabitable
space, upto500sqfeet, withnoincrease inbedroomcountmaybeapprovedwithoutupgrading theexistingseptic
system, iftheexistingsystemispermitted, functioning, andnostructures encroachuponitorthefutureexpansion area.  
Pertheattached1972septicpermitandplotplan, asystemfora2bedroomhomewasinstalled. Theleachlineisa50
footlongby2footwideby10footdeeptrenchonthesideoftheparceloppositeCathedral drive.   
In2002, aTankOnlyrepairpermitwasprocessed fora 3bedroomhomeatthislocation. Thiswasasubsidized repair
permitfee, withnoassociated buildingplanstolegalizeabedroomaddition, andnoadditional leachlinewasaddedto
thesystem.  
Pertheattached2006septicpumperreport, adeckwasbuiltovertheexistingseptictank, andacarportwasbuiltover
theexisting leachline. By2008, thecarporthadbeenconverted intoanattachedgarage, builtovertheexisting leachline.  
Thisappearstohavetakenplaceunder APPLICATION# 0056604M-00140304 - ChangeOrdertobp# 140304(FDN) forthe
redesignofthegarage foundation walltoadd1.5' ofheight totheponywall.  Theexactconstruction datecouldbebetter
determined fromtheconfidential assessors records, astheyshouldhavetrackedwhenagaragewasaddedtothe
parcel. Construction cannottheplaceoverasepticsystem. ThisadditionwasnotreviewedorpermittedbytheEH
department. Theleachlinewasprobablycompromised bythisunpermitted garageaddition.  
PerAPPLICATION# 0054782M-00140304 - ALUSApplication Type : FOUNDATION ProjectDescription : Constructa
replacement foundation andwallataportionofthelowerfloorofanexisting2-storySFD. Nochange inroomcount. Results in3
bedroom, 2bath, andlivingroomSFDwithdecksandattached garage. CHANGE ORDER #1ISSUED07/22/05CHANGE ORDER #2
ISSUED09/21/05CHANGE ORDER #3ISSUED11/08/05 andAPPLICATION# 0056047M-00140304 - ALUSApplication Type

ROOMADDITION ProjectDescription : ChangeOrdertoBP140304(FND) toincludeexpandexistingbedroom 189sf, enlargeexisting
bathandaddwalk-inclosetatexisting lower level (noincrease inbuildingfootprint). Underthisfoundation repairin2005, 189sq

rdfeethabitable spaceanda3 bedroomwereaddedtotheparcel. Thisadditiondoesnotseemtohavebeenreviewedor
permittedbytheEHdepartment. ThisadditionwouldhaverequiredasepticupgradepermitpriortotheEHdepartment
approving thebuildingpermitwiththebedroomaddition.  
PertheattachedBuildingPlanreviewform, theEHdepartment approvedofa154sqfootpatioenclosure in2008. This
wastheonetime, lessthan500sqfootaddition, noincreaseinbedroomadditiontotheresidence thattheEH
department wasawareofandapproved ontheexisting1972septicsystem.  
In2016, aTankOnlySepticrepairpermitwassubmitted forthisparcel, showingtheSFDasa3bedroom. Astheprior
septicpermitfrom1972thatwaspairedwithabuildingplanwasfora2bedroomhome, annosepticupgradepermits
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andbuildingplansforbedroom additionshadbeensubmitted sincethattime, thispermitwasalsoprocessed asa
subsidized septicrepairpermitforanexisting2bedroomhome. Thatiswhythe3iscrossedoutanda2iswritteninthe
bedroomcountonthepermitpage. Thepermitwassubmitted foranun-permittable bedroomcount. Nofloorplanwas
submittedwiththissepticrepairpermit, andtherewasnowayfortheEHdepartment todetermine whattheexisting , if
unpermitted, bedroomcountwasatthisparcel. Thelegalbedroomcountofthisparcelwasdetermined tobe2atthe
timethe2016Tankonlypermitwassubmitted, andanAcknowledgement documentwasissuedtothecurrenthome
ownertodocument thatfact. Thisdocument wassignedbytheowner, andrecordedontheparceldeedbytheEH
Department. Thisdocument isalsoattached tothisemail.   
Lastly, the2016septictankreplacement permitapproveda1500gallonplasticseptictanktobeinstalled. The
installation wasnotwitnessed bythecountyinspector. Thecontractor RandyRohrbaugh verballystatedthattheseptic
tankhadbeeninstalledon5/16/2016. Thecountyinspectoratthattimefinalizedthepermitbasedonthatstatement.  
According tothemostrecentsepticpumperreport, from9/18/2020, theexistingseptictankisshowntobea2000
gallonfiberglass tank. Basedonthis, itispossible thattheprevious septictankwasneverreplaced, andwasinsteadjust
repairedwithsomefiberglass. Atankwithapoorbafflewillquicklycausealeachline tofail, sothispotential tankrepair
insteadofreplacement isaconcern. Thesehighlighted itemsareinthefinalattachment tothisemail.   
Basedonthatparcelhistory, andkeepinginmindthattheexistingsepticleachline wasinstalled in1972andthe
maximum expected lifespanofasepticsystemis40years, thiscurrentbuildingplanhasbeensubmitted forreview. This
buildingplanshowsahomewith3bedrooms, withagarageovertheexisting leachline, andisproposingasecond
permitted enlargement ofthehomebyexpanding thedamagedsunroomduringtherepair. Thisparcelhasnofuture
expansion areaforanewleaching septicsystem, andtheonlychanceofkeepingthishomehabitable istoinstallan
Enhanced Treatment system, withcurrentcostsestimated around $60,000.   
TheproposedbuildingplandoesnotmeetanyaspectsoftheSewageOrdinance guidelines ofsection7.38.080. Iwillnot
beabletoapprovebuildingplan #B-211802untiltheexistingsepticsystemisupgraded underpermit tomeetboththe
currentsepticcodes, andthefinishedhomeproposedbythisbuildingplan. Ihaveattachedalistoftheseptic
consultants intheCountytotheemailforthehomeownersreference. PleaseletmeknowifIcanbeofassistance with
thesepticupgrade process.   
Thankyouforconsidering thesedetails.   

GailMackey
EHLandUse

From: BillMefford <meffordwc@yahoo.com>   
Sent: Monday, May24, 202112:49PM
To: GailMackey <Gail.Mackey@santacruzcounty. us>  
Subject: Fw: BuildingPlanforAPN #040-162-28

CAUTION:ThisisanEXTERNAL email. Exercisecaution. DONOTopenattachments orclicklinksfromunknown
sendersorunexpected email.****  

Gail,  
Justcheckingtomakecertainyoureceivedthis. AnotherthingIwantedtoadd. Theprojectwearetalkingabout (repairing
treedamagetoasunroomandadeck) hasnothingtodowiththesepticsystemandisn'tevennearwhereitisinstalled.  
Thefloorplanhasn'tchangedsincepriortothe2016septicpermit. SowhyistheHealthDepartment tryingtogethimto
upgradehissepticsystem?  
Pleaserespondorcallmetodiscuss.  
Thankyou.  
Bill

WilliamC. Mefford
A R C H I T E C T
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